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Rewind

MAIN BUILDING—THE FORMER PRINCIPAL 
classroom facility of Armour Institute—has been 
vacant since 2012, when the last university of�ces it 
housed were relocated to other Mies Campus spaces. 
Five larger-than-life figures, however, continue to 
keep vigil with the 123-year-old structure as the 
rising sun shines bright on their ghostly glass faces 
and the setting sun reflects the jewel tones of the 
foliage that frames them. Comprising the Philip 
Danforth Armour Memorial windows, the female 
figures represent heat, light, gravity, and motion 
while the lone male represents success.

The three-paneled stained-glass piece, designed 
by Louis Tiffany associate Edwin P. Sperry, was 
created in memory of benefactor Philip Danforth 
Armour’s youngest of two sons, who died at age 
31. Set into a lintel of Carrara marble on the front 
landing between the �rst and second �oors of Main, 
the windows will soon win over a new legion of 
admirers—urban dwellers. Illinois Tech is partnering 

Historic Main to Rise Again
By Marcia Faye

with MCM Company Inc. to restore and convert Main 
Building into apartments. Based in Cleveland, MCM 
specializes in preservation and adaptive historic 
re-use projects. In the early planning stages, the 
project is awaiting city zoning approval, says Bruce 
Watts, Illinois Tech vice president for facilities and 
public safety.

“This will be a vibrant improvement to our cam-
pus, further establishing the university and its tech 
park as a growth engine on Chicago’s South Side 
and spurring other positive development in the 
Bronzeville community,” he notes.

Editor’s Note: Please share your memories of Main 
Building by sending a note to iitmagazine@iit.edu. 
We may edit your submission for content and clarity. 

MORE ONLINE
IIT Magazine Video Extra: Listen to University Archivist Ralph 
Pugh talk about the history of Main Building and see historic 
photos over the years.  
MCM Company Inc.: mcmcompanyinc.com/index120615.php 



Are you a  
LOYAL HAWK?

LOYAL HAWKS ARE: 
●  Monthly givers
●  Proud of their alma mater
●  Grateful for opportunities Illinois Tech afforded them 

Is this you? Then visit alumni.iit.edu/loyal to become  
a Loyal Hawk today! 
Give a little or give a lot—your monthly recurring gift will make a difference for Illinois Tech students.  
Plus it’s tax deductible!* 

P.S. Classes of 2005 and later—visit alumni.iit.edu/triple to triple your impact! 

ONE CLICK. ONE MINUTE. BIG IMPACT.
* As allowed by law



GOLDEN SOCIETY 
All alumni who graduated 50 years ago and prior are invited to the 
annual Golden Society reunion celebration! Members of the Class of 
1966 will celebrate their 50th reunion, and President Alan W. Cramb 
will present Golden Society medallions to all first-time attendees. 

25th, 10th, AND 1st REUNIONS 
Members of the Classes of 1991, 2006, and 2015 will also celebrate 
reunions at Homecoming! Come back to reminisce with friends 
during your Reunion Barbecue and other fun events.

SPIRIT DAY 
Celebrate the second-annual Spirit Day during alumni activities 
around the world and on Mies Campus, including Saturday’s  
All-Alumni Party!

…AND MUCH MORE!  
Soccer and volleyball games, college open houses, tours,  
an outdoor dessert reception—don’t miss out on these and  
many more activities during Homecoming Weekend 2016. Visit 
alumni.iit.edu/homecoming for a full schedule and registration. 

Homecoming Weekend 2016 
September 16–17, 2016
Join us for a weekend of celebrations on Mies Campus!

10 West 35th Street, Suite 4D7-1
Chicago, IL 60616
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